
 

 

GED REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

Part 1 Fiction or Literature 

 

Directions: Read the following excerpt and answer questions 1-5 

 

(1) "Look, your worship," said Sancho; "what we see there aren't giants but windmills, and 

what seem to be their arms are the sails that turned by the wind make the millstone go." 

  

(2) "It is simple to determine," replied Don Quixote, "that thou art not accustomed this 

business of adventures; those are giants; and if thou art afraid, away with thee out of this 

and betake thyself to prayer while I engage them in fierce and unequal combat."  

 

(3) So, saying, he gave the spur to his steed Rocinante, heedless of the cries his squire 

Sancho sent after him, warning him that the majority certainly were windmills and not 

giants he was visiting attack. He, however, was so positive they were giants that he 

neither heard the cries of Sancho, nor perceived, near as he was, what they were, but 

made them shouting, "Fly not, cowards and vile beings, for one knight attacks you."  

 

Sample Questions 

 

1. What is the role of the details in paragraph 1? 

A. To explain how a sacred ritual is conducted by the warriors 

B. To describe the appearance of living creatures in the warfare 

C. To illustrate a quarrel between two companions misled by a myth 

D. To show that the squire is trying to convince his master not to attend the 

visionary war 

 

2. Why does Sancho Panza say “Look, your worship” in paragraph 2? 

A. Because he is trying to show his subservience to his master 

B. Because he would like to perform his spiritual power to his master 

C. Because he wishes his master could return alive at the end of this unfair battle 

D. Because he realizes that his master needs some encouragement before the war begins 
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3. What might be the writer’s purpose of using the word “however” in paragraph 3? 

A. To narrate the consequence of participating in the competition 

B. To contrast between the two rivals who are eager to attack each other 

C. To suggest that the main characters have different viewpoints on the situation 

D. To expand the description of how the characters confront with their enemies during the 

wartime 

 

4. What is the central theme of the excerpt? 

A. Every follower should not be left behind. 

B. Misconception may lead people to trouble. 

C. Dispute creates a strong bond between companions. 

D. Comradeship rarely exists because of human self-interest. 

 

5. Drag-and-drop 

Which of the following statements can be supported by the excerpt? 

A. Don Quixote is a bold, subjective combatant who never heeds anyone else’s 

suggestions. 

B. Sancho Panza was strict with his idealistic ideas no matter what would happen. 

C. The squire needs to explain to his master what the truth really is, but his 

indication is overlooked. 

D. The story was written by a greek mythology expert whose favorite character is a giant. 

 

Supported Unsupported 

A, C B, D 
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Part 2 Nonfiction or Informational Text 

 

Directions: Read the following excerpt and answer questions 6-10 

 

Six Years After the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and Still More Work to Do 

 

(1) Just about six years ago, President Obama signed his first piece of legislation — the Lily 

Ledbetter Fair Pay Act — to extend the time period in which an employee could file a 

claim for pay discrimination.  The Act overruled the United States Supreme Court’s 

decision in Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber, which Ledbetter said allowed her 

employer to pay her unfairly “long enough to make it legal.” 

 

(2) At the time of its passage, President Obama said that the passage of the Act would 

“send a clear message that making our economy work means making sure it works for 

everyone.” 

 

(3) Sadly, in the six years since the passage of the Act, the gender pay gap has – at best – 

barely budged. Indeed, by some estimates, the wage gap has actually widened in the 

last few years. 

 

(4) If the new Congress is truly committed to the goal of pay equity, concrete steps must be 

taken. First, Congress should pass the Paycheck Fairness Act, which will strengthen the 

Equal Pay Act and help secure equal pay for equal work. Second, Congress must act to 

increase the minimum wage, as women make up two-thirds of the country’s minimum 

wage earners. Third, Congress should enact a universal, government-paid preschool 

program, as 10% of the wage gap is attributable to time that women spend outside of the 

workforce. 

 

(5) While the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was a step in the right direction, Congress still has 

a lot of work to do to close the persisting wage gap.  Let’s hope by the Seventh 

Anniversary of the Act, we are closer to pay equity and an economy that truly works for 

everyone. 

This post, authored by Sharon Vinick, originally appeared in the CELA VOICE, a project of the 

California Employment Lawyers Association. 
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Sample Questions 

 

6. In paragraph 1, what does the word “overruled” mean? 

A. command 

B. reject 

C. exaggerate 

D. reprimand 

 

7. What can be implied from Barack Obama’s message in paragraph 2? 

A. The employers who break into the new law would be banned for their recklessness and 

no longer run businesses. 

B. The new regulation would clarify the right practices for challenging inequitable 

payment in any workplace. 

C. Everyone is in the eye of the storm due to the long-awaited goal. 

D. The Supreme Court is in charge of determining the policies for US corporations. 

 

8. How do the steps in paragraph 4 affect the organization of this excerpt?  

A. They illustrate how the gender discrimination could be ended by law enforcement. 

B. They prove that Congress plays a crucial role in restructuring any organizations that 

exploit their employees. 

C. They discuss direct actions of the Congress to prevent the unpaid employees from not 

being promoted. 

D. They explain the progress in American labor laws in order to raise public concerns on 

the controversial issue. 
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9. Which statement is supported by factual evidence? 

A. Sadly, in the six years since the passage of the Act, the gender pay gap has – at best – 

barely budged. 

B. “Let’s hope by the Seventh Anniversary of the Act, we are closer to pay equity and an 

economy that truly works for everyone.” 

C. “If the new Congress is truly committed to the goal of pay equity, concrete steps must be 

taken.” 

D. “While the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was a step in the right direction, Congress 

still has a lot of work to do to close the persisting wage gap.” 

 

 

10. What is the writer’s underlying premise from this sentence? 

Sadly, in the six years since the passage of the Act, the gender pay gap has – 

at best – barely budged. 

 

A. Unfair payment has been deemed as an inevitable tragedy of all American laborers for 

over years. 

B. Both male and female workers should launch a new campaign to draw attention to the 

issue. 

C. There has been very little progress on ending pay discrimination, and it is right 

time for every American citizen to involve in this work. 

D. American values will be sustainable if the new labor law is better written than it once 

was. 

 

 

 


